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Introduction

“Who left that there !?”

It was a particularly stupid question really, as whilst picking myself up and rubbing

my sore knee, I realised I’d in fact bleated the request for information out to ‘thin

air’ – there was no one else around.

Secondly, I had no one to blame for the incident but myself - for it was me who’d

left the old battered and torn canvas camera bag poking out from under the table,

its shoulder strap conveniently placed ready to catch the foot of any unsuspecting

(and otherwise occupied) victim.

Regardless and never one to ignore the possible significance of sudden and random

events, I placed the National Geographic bag on a table and with a touch of

‘amnesia’, began to re-discover the contents within.

Of course I had an approximate idea of the ‘treasures’ waiting, however it had been

quite some time since they had seen the light of day.

Continued . . .



First to be released from its darkened and musty tomb, was an ancient and

previously fully-functional Mamiya C33 TLR Medium Format film camera – I’d

forgotten just how heavy this old ‘beast’ was, easily weighing at least 5 pounds.

However (and due entirely to being spared the elements for so long), it was in

surprisingly pristine condition. Further, winding the crank and tripping the shutter

several times proved that there is often no substitute for old-fashioned technology.

Moving on, the Mamiya Sekor 135mm lens mounted to the front (this is an

interchangeable lens TLR), appeared to be clean and dust free, also with no signs of

the dreaded fungus to be found inside.

Placing the camera on a table (with a heavy thud), the next item to be retrieved was

a Sekonic L308 Light Meter. Fortunately and as I quickly discovered, I’d had the

presence of mind to remove the single AA battery before putting it away, thus

saving the unfortunate predicament of attempting to clean up a pool of highly

corrosive battery acid. Popping the battery back in, the unit ‘fired up’ without

hesitation and was able to quickly confirm that my living room was indeed ‘dark’.

Of course an old film camera is of no use (except as a paper-weight) without a ready

supply of film – so joy of joys and in a front pocket of the bag, sat four boxes of

Ilford FP4+ 120 Roll Film.
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“Surely these must be expired by now”, or so I thought to myself?

As I said previously, I like to find a connection and significance to random events

and lo-and-behold the expiry date of the film was the end of that very month -

March 2015. What was the chance of that?

“Well it would be a shame to let these go to waste” – even though Lomographers

regularly shoot film that’s many years past it ‘sell by date’ – and this, rather

predictably of course, meant it was time to ‘hatch a plan’.

As regular visitors to the Street Photography Blog will be aware, I live in the Lake

District in northern England and readily lament its suitability (or lack there of) for

the Street Photographer. That was until I stumbled upon a brochure in my holiday

home for Bowness near Windermere, an extremely popular destination for tourists

and locals wishing for a pleasant and scenic day-out. What’s more, the weather

forecast for that weekend looked promising.

This got me thinking about ‘The British’ and their love for the seaside (or lakeside),

ice-cream, chips and tea. Then there’s the British and their ‘best friend’, the dog.

Do stereotypical portrayals such as these have a basis, even today?

Continued . . .
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Armed then with the Mamiya, I gladly (?) paid the £4 for 3 hours parking-charge

and positioned myself amongst the sprawling masses, much in the style of the old

‘seaside photographers’ of yesteryear – a time when the 6x6 square format

photograph was at its height.

The results (it goes without saying) are to be found within the pages of this eBook,

a tongue-in-cheek look at British life as it is today – and after my three-hour

saunter, the results were quite surprising and reassuring.

Thanks and enjoy,

Kevin Shelley





Standing around . . .

It’s true, us Brit’s (for I am one) like nothing more than to pass the time just

‘standing around’.

For there’s much to be said in favour of being stood still, enabling the individual to

observe his or her surroundings, or the activities of fellow Brit’s, or to catch your

breath, or if only to enjoy that other British pastime of ‘having a fag’ . . .

























Of park benches and the ‘Mother-In-Law’ . . .

Where else but in Britain would you expect to find such a high concentration of

that quintessential British invention, the park bench? Nowhere else for that matter

will you find a nation so willing and able to put this simple device to such good use.

Be it simply to rest your weary legs, the Park Bench can also serve as a place to grab

‘forty winks’, or to simply switch-off from nearby distractions . . .























Walking about . . .

As a Street Photographer, I get to encounter the full gamut of human behaviour.

One such observation is the supposed predisposition for people to walk and

meander around, with an apparent lack of any predetermined thought or

destination . . .











Man’s Best Friend . . .

Yes, the Brit’s continue to have an affinity with their friends of the four-legged

variety.

These little ‘wolves’ more often than not become a part of the family unit, sharing

equal status amongst the children and other family members.

It stands to reason that dogs can (and do) often evolve to look like their owners, or

on occasion, the other way round . . .



















Chips, Tea and Ice-Cream . . .

It’s not possible to think of the British without conjuring up an image of Fish and

Chips, Pots of Tea, or Ice-Cream.

This as it transpires is not an altogether undeserved assumption, despite a survey

from several years ago revealing that the ‘Nations Favourite Dish’ is no longer

Roast Beef and Yorkshire Pudding, but instead Chicken Tikka Masala. Thankfully

there are those that whilst relaxing by the waters edge, still choose the simpler

pleasures of a pot of tea for two whilst reading the Sunday newspaper, or lust after

nothing more than a ‘tray of chips’ . . .













Final thoughts . . .

During the course of shooting the images for this ebook, and later whilst

compiling the book itself, I was struck by a surprising and reassuring discovery.

Despite the massive (and I say it only with good intention) cultural upheaval that

this little island of ours has been a part of for the past 50 years or so, there remains

an identifiable ‘seam’ of stereotypical Britishness . A style that used to be so

frequently and awkwardly portrayed in old episodes of ‘Columbo’ or ‘Murder She

Wrote’ and whenever the main character visited ‘England’ to solve a ‘killing’.

That’s not to say I encountered any Cockneys wearing coats covered in shiny

buttons proclaiming “alright guvner”, nor did I meet many top-hat wearing

businessmen shouting “what what”.

My only disappointment was that I failed to find any trace of the middle-aged man,

sat in a deck chair and wearing a ‘knotted handkerchief’ on his head.

The End



More From The Author

I hope you have enjoyed this eBook and you may like to know that I have more in the

eBooks section of my website, the Street Photography Blog.

Street Photography – A Personal Point Of View

Not Of The Street – Men With Beards

https://www.streetphotographyblog.co.uk
https://www.streetphotographyblog.co.uk/ebooks/
https://www.streetphotographyblog.co.uk/ebooks/
https://www.streetphotographyblog.co.uk/ebooks/


About The Author    

I’ve been an avid follower of photography, its history

and in particular Street Photography, for the past 20

years or so.

Sorry I tell a lie, as I was in fact taking pictures at the

age of 16 with an Olympus OM10 SLR. Sadly none of

the photographs from this ‘era’ survive, as at the time I

saw no ‘worth’ in the subject matter and threw them and the negatives in the bin.

Since then however I’ve altered my outlook on photography in general and now

take photographs whenever the opportunity arises. My photographic ‘mantra’ is “If

you like it, shoot it.” You can find my pictures and articles on my website, the Street

Photography Blog, a site that has grown to offer a wide variety of Street

Photography related content.

As always, you can get in touch with me through the Contact Form on the About &

Contact page of the Street Photography Blog.

Kevin Shelley

https://www.streetphotographyblog.co.uk
https://www.streetphotographyblog.co.uk/about/
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